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1. Story time
Go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6HhKlpp7ok&t=117s.
Listen to the reading of Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day, written by Judith Viorst and illustrated by Ray Cruz.
· What do you think is the very unluckiest thing that happened to Alexander on his bad day? Explain your answer.

2. Reading and writing about characters
Read the description of Alexander’s Mum.
· Follow the instructions on Describing Alexander and write a description of him using powerful adjectives and adverbs.

3. Story writing
Would the story have been exactly the same if it had been about a girl called Alexandra, instead of a boy called Alexander?
· On Alexandra’s Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day, write a short new version of the story featuring the unlucky girl.
· Describe in detail at least four new terrible and horrible things that happened to make it such an awful day for her.
· Don’t forget to regularly use the line, I could tell it was going to be a terrible, horrible, no good, very bad day.

Now try this Fun-Time Extra
· On Alexander’s Free Cereal Gift draw and write about the perfect free gift that Alexander could have found in his cereal.



Alexander’s Mum
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Alexander’s mum looks nice and friendly.  She has long hair tied back in a ponytail and fixed with a smart bow. She carries a handbag over her shoulder and wears a flowery shirt and long skirt.

She is extremely patient and very long-suffering. She puts up with Alexander’s bad behaviour and moaning and still manages to be kind and considerate towards him. Well – most of the time anyway! She does get cross when she finds Alexander fighting in the mud with his brothers and is not overly impressed when, at Alexander’s Dad’s office, Alexander manages to cause all sorts of mayhem and even phone Australia. Also, at suppertime, she gets really angry when Alexander bleats about having to eat lima beans.

She is always busy sorting Alexander and his brothers out – taking them to the shoe shop, picking them up from school and arranging for them to go to the dentist (shudder!). She is probably quite sleepy by bedtime, after a day coping with Alexander!


Describing Alexander
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Instructions:

1. Start by drawing your own picture of Alexander in the box at the top of My Profile of Alexander.
2. Think hard about what Alexander is like. Consider what he looks like, what kind of personality he has and what sorts of things he does.
3. Write a paragraph about each of these. Use your best handwriting. Remember to use really good adjectives (describing words) to provide lots of detail: Alexander’s mum looks nice and friendly, with long hair tied back in a pony tail and fixed with a smart bow. She carries a handbag over her shoulder and wears a flowery shirt and long skirt.
4. Use adverbs to add detail to the adjectives: She is extremely patient and very long-suffering.
5. When you think you have finished, read back all that you have written. Have you mentioned everything you wanted to say? Add in anything that got left out accidentally.



My Profile of Alexander
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Alexander’s Free Cereal Gift
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What to do today-Tuesday
1. Story time
Go back to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6HhKlpp7ok&t=117s.
Re-listen to Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day.
· Why do you think the pictures in the book show everything in black and white? Why is Alexander in colour?

2. Comprehension questions
Read the Questions about the Story.
Answer the questions in the spaces provided.

3. Adaptations of famous books
Watch the trailer for the film version of Alexander’s story:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z_dideF5qvk&t=65s
· Follow the instructions on Turning a book into a film and tell Miguel Arteta what parts of the book really, really should be in the film.

Now try one of these Fun-Time Extras
· Either ask your parents/carers if you could watch the whole of Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day and discover whether your three key scenes from the book actually made it into the film!
· Or make a ‘storyboard’ for a scene in the film. Storyboards are like comics and film directors use them to ‘see’ what a film might look like before it has been made. Draw a comic strip storyboard for your favourite part of the book.



Questions about the Story
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1. What is the very first thing that goes wrong for Alexander on his very bad day?
______________________________________________________________

2. What are Alexander’s two brothers called?

______________________________________________________________

3. Which of these words describes Alexander’s day at school? Circle all the words that you think describe his day well.

	frustrating           satisfying          successful        infuriating        unsatisfactory



4. True or false? At the end of the story Alexander is upset because his pet dog wants to sleep on his brother’s bed instead of his.

_____________________________________________________________

5. Describe what you think was the very worst thing that happened to Alexander.

______________________________________________________________


6. Explain why you feel that was the most terrible and horrible of all the very bad day’s events.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. In your own words, describe the reaction of Alexander’s Dad to what happens when his family come to his office to collect him from work.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Do you feel more sorry at the end of the very bad day for (a) Alexander or (b) his family? 
Explain your answer.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Alexander keeps saying that he is going to go to Australia.
Will he really go to Australia? If not, why does he keep saying this? 
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Turning a book into a film

[image: Macintosh HD:Users:obrienjim:Desktop:Screen Shot 2020-06-19 at 10.59.14.png]

Think about the trailer you watched for the film of Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day Alexander.
What was the same as the book? What was different?

Now for a bit of time travel...
Imagine that it is 2014 and the film’s director, Miguel Arteta, is getting ready to make his movie of the story.

As with all film adaptations of books, there are going to be some changes to the story, with parts of the original book left out and some new material added in. 

Miguel Arteta has asked for suggestions from people who know the book about which bits of the story should really, really still be in the film when it gets made.

On My Suggestions to Miguel Arteta, describe in detail the four scenes or moments of the book that you think should still be in the movie. Explain fully why you think each one of these moments or scenes is so special and important.
My Suggestions to Miguel Arteta

I think the following three scenes from the book should still be in the film.

	Scene 1:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Reason it should be in the film version:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



	Scene 2:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Reason it should be in the film version:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



	Scene 3:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Reason it should be in the film version:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



What to do today-Wednesday



1. Story time
Just how many bad things happen to Alexander on his terrible day? 
· Watch carefully as you listen one last time to his story and note on the Terrible Moments Tally Chart the number of disasters he has.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6HhKlpp7ok&t=117s

2. Letter writing
Alexander lives in America. His Mum has arranged for you to be his British pen pal. 
· Read Alexander’s Mum’s Letter, where she explains that he has been a bit grumpy recently.
· On the lined paper, write Alexander a letter back, advising him on how he could cheer himself up.
·  Use correct layout and ‘letter language’ for your reply to Alexander.

3. Writing
You are going to write a conversation between Alexander and Mrs Dickens. 
· Read Writing a Conversation carefully.
· Write your conversation out on the presentation paper using your best, joined handwriting.

Now try this Fun-Time Extra
· Alexander drew an invisible castle when he was at school. On The Castle, reveal what Alexander’s castle looks like when it’s not invisible and write a paragraph describing it in detail.


Terrible Moments Tally Chart

1. Make a vertical mark for each terrible thing that happens.
2. When you have made four parallel marks the fifth disaster is shown as a diagonal mark across the first four so that you have bundles of five.
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3. Keep going until the end of the story reading.
4. Work out the total number of terrible moments.
5. You can count in fives for each whole bundle and then add on any remaining single marks.



                                                         











  Total number of disasters:





2185, Benjamin Franklin Drive
Denver
Colorado
USA

19 June 2020

Dear Pen Pal,

It is so nice that you have agreed to be my son Alexander’s British pen pal! Thank you very much indeed.

Right now he needs a pen pal more than ever, as he has been having a succession of what he likes to call ‘terrible, horrible, no good, very bad days’! What this really means is that he is feeling sorry for himself, as not everything has been going his way. His brothers and his Dad and I have tried very hard to cheer him up and Mrs Dickens and his friends at school have also done their best, but now everyone is starting to run out of patience with Alexander as he will not stop moaning and groaning.

Please, would you write him a pen pal letter trying to encourage him, and suggest a few things that he could do to make his life more cheerful and fun?

I would be hugely grateful to you if you could do this.

With very best wishes,

Thelma Cobb, Alexander’s Mum



––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Writing a conversation
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How to punctuate dialogue

When writing a conversation, we put the words that characters say inside speech marks (sometimes called inverted commas).

“Good morning, Alexander”

If the words spoken are not a question or an exclamation, we put a comma after the spoken words and before the second speech mark.

“Good morning, Alexander,”

If the spoken words are a question, or are exclaimed, we use a question mark or exclamation mark instead of the comma.

“Is it a good morning Alexander?”

We use a reporting clause to show who is speaking, which ends with a full stop.

“Good morning, Alexander,” said Mrs Dickens.

We can add more detail to the reporting clause to show how, when or where the speaker was when they spoke.

“Good morning, Alexander,” said Mrs Dickens rather wearily.

You always start a new line for a new speaker.

“Good morning, Alexander,” said Mrs Dickens rather wearily.
“Good morning, Mrs Dickens!” grumped Alexander sulkily.


Alexander and Mrs Dickens’s Conversation
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The Castle
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What to do today-Thursday

1. Story time
To Alexander, his teacher Mrs Dickens seemed quite strict. Well, compare Mrs Dickens to this teacher...
· Read and enjoy Strict by Michael Rosen.

2. Writing commands
Go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z1cfVQyrQ3Q.
Watch Michael Rosen himself retell Strict.
Think of a good name for the class teacher. You are going to write that teacher’s set of Class Rules.
· Carefully read the Instructions for Writing Class Rules.
· Record the teacher’s rules on the classroom display paper.

3. Creative writing
How would you have avoided being spotted breathing by the strict teacher?
· Consider all the ways you can think of to not to get caught breathing (maybe you would snatch a quick breath while you sharpen your pencil or put your jumper on!).
· On Dodges and Tricks, write in detail about all your clever ideas to avoid being sent to the school prison (or worse!) for breathing.

Now try this Fun-Time Extra
· The teacher’s question to the class in Strict was, ‘Where’s Tibet?’ 
You had better find out before you get into trouble! Use the Internet, a globe or an atlas to find out where Tibet is and what it is like to live there. This website is a good place to start: https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Tibet/346219


Strict
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Maybe you think you have a
teacher
who’s really strict,
maybe you know a really strict 
teacher.
But when I was at school
we had a teacher who was so strict
you weren’t allowed to breathe
in her lessons.

That’s true, we weren’t allowed to
breathe.
It was really hard to get through
a whole day without breathing.
Lips tightly shut.
Face going red.
Eyeballs popping out.
She’d go round the class glaring at us
and she’d suddenly catch sight of
one of us and she’d yell,

‘NO BREATHING, DO YOU HEAR ME? NO BREATHING.’
And you had to stop breathing
right away.


The naughty ones used to try and 
take quick secret breaths
under the table.
They’d duck down where she
couldn’t see them,
snatch a quick breath and come
back up
with their mouth shut tight.
Then someone would say,
‘Excuse me, miss, can I go outside
and do some breathing?’
And she’d say,

‘WHAT? CAN’T YOU WAIT? YOU'VE HAD ALL PLAYTIME TO BREATHE, HAVEN’T YOU?’
And then she’d ask someone a 
question
like, ‘Where’s Tibet?’
and someone would put up their hand
and say, ‘Er... it’s – ’
and she’d be right in there with:

‘YOU’RE BREATHING. I SAW 
YOU BREATHE.’
‘I wasn’t, miss, really I wasn’t.’
‘WELL, YOU ARE NOW, AREN’T YOU?’
It was terrible.
She was so strict.


by Michael Rosen
From No Breathing in Class by Michael Rosen and Korky Paul





Instructions for Writing Class Rules
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You are going to write the set of class rules put up by the teacher in Strict.

Each rule must begin with something you must or must not do:

No breathing
Never leave the lids off the felt pens
Always sit in total silence

Remember, this particular teacher is extremely strict, so all her rules are likely to be very tough and extreme.

For each rule, think of a punishment the teacher would give if you broke the rule:

No breathing.
Anyone found breathing will immediately be sent to the school dungeon.

Never leave the lids off the felt pens.
If found doing so children will be made to clean out the school tiger’s cage while he is still in it.

How many hideous rules can you think of?
Write these down as a bullet-pointed or numbered list on the My Class Rules page.

Sign with the teacher’s name: Mrs Bitterton, Miss Savage, Mrs Harsh, etc.


My Class Rules
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 Dodges and Tricks
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What to do today-Friday

1. Story time
In The Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day, Alexander was miserable in the school dinner hall. Might he have enjoyed this dinner hall a bit more?
· Go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_41r11dO0mg
· Listen to Dinner Hall, written and read by Michael Rosen. 

3. Weird menus
Steven put chocolate custard on his chips! What other icky food suggestions can you come up with for a restaurant’s menu?
· Look at the ideas on A Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Menu.
· Create your own (horrible!) menu.

2. Dinner time is just not good enough
Can you imagine an even worse dinnertime than the one Michael Rosen tells us about?
· Read the information on using The Progressive Past Tense.
· Use the progressive past when you write the story of a really bad lunchtime in the school hall.  Use How to Write About the Worst School Dinnertime Ever to help you get started. 

Now try this Fun-Time Extra
· Packed lunch or school dinners: which is best? You decide! Maybe there are some days when it is better to be one thing and other days when it’s better to be the other? Write what you think on Lunch at School.



A Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Menu
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To start with:

A boiled egg with a bitter marmalade dressing
Whole sardines served with mint ice cream
Dainty ham cubes covered in a tangy raspberry sauce

Main courses:

Crisp green lettuce with clear honey
Delicious roast chicken served with cold green snail jelly
Thick wedges of pizza toped with cream and sugar
Deep fried fish in a ginger syrup
Bubbling cheese on toast garnished with cat food

From the sweet trolley:

Cold mushroom yoghurt
Rhubarb and mustard
Fresh strawberries coated in marmite and garlic
Doughnuts bursting with spiced fish eggs
Tempting cheesecake served with salt and vinegar

To drink:
Oniony milk 
Salt Water
Hot chocolate with Brussel sprouts.

To create your menu, think of things that really don’t go together. Try choosing a sweet thing and combining it with something savoury. Add some tempting describing words to each item of food as if the food was actually lovely.

The Progressive Past Tense
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Past tense verbs can be in progressive or continuous form.


Steven was eating his chips. The children were listening to the Head.

Shaun was putting a potato in his pocket. 
Two girls were using the chocolate custard as lipstick.

These are in the past tense, but describe something that carried on happening, something that lasted for a while – Steven kept eating; the girls carried on putting on lipstick.

Often the progressive or continuous form is used when two things are happening at the same time, one which carries on and one which doesn’t.

Melvin was singing (progressive) ‘Come on you Reds!’, when the Head came in.

The football team were jumping on crisp packets (progressive), but Mrs Gallagher yelled at them to stop. 

Verbs in the progressive past are always made by writing was (singular) or were (plural) + a verb ending in -ing


How to Write About the Worst School Dinnertime Ever

      You are going to describe a really terrible dinner time at school where everyone is naughty, everything goes wrong and the food is dreadful! 

Think of these things

· Who is there? What are the names of the characters you will be talking about? 

	· What is the food?  Think of the worst food that can possibly be served by a school kitchen.

· What goes wrong?  Do people fall over?  Does a coco-cola can explode?  Does someone drop a big pan of custard?

· Who is naughty?  What do the dinner ladies do?  
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Think about how to use the progressive form of the past tense to say what happened while something else was going on.

As Danny was wiping the floor, Asha slipped in the custard.
Amit threw the can over to me while Mrs Boney was looking the other way.  



The Worst School Dinnertime Ever
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Lunch at School
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